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ascension	to	the	temple	in	Jerusalem,	Antichrist	sends	the	Hypocrites	out	to	the	allegorical	representations	of	each	nation	they	where	they	announce:	Greetings,	king,	we	bear	to	you		 from	our	esteemed	savior,	he	who	redeemed	our	own	kingdom	–			 the	whole	globe’s	governor;	the	one	who,	as	the	Scriptures	say,		 was	promised	to	the	world,	who	has	descended	from	on	high		 sent	by	the	Father’s	word.	He	evermore	remaining	there,		 in	his	divinity,	invites	us	all	to	life	in	him		 through	his	munifency.	He	wishes	everyone	on	earth		 his	godhead	to	proclaim;	in	fact,	he	orders	all	the	world		 to	venerate	his	name.	But	if	with	this	new	edict’s	terms		 you	don’t	choose	to	comply,	upon	the	edge	of	his	sharp	sword		 you	should	prepare	to	die.42		This	formal	speech	is	repeated,	with	minor	variations,	each	time	the	Hypocrites	approach	the	various	rulers	and	their	dominions.	To	an	extent,	these	speeches	mirror	those	made	earlier	in	the	play	by	the	imperial	ambassadors	sent	forth	to	the	same	representative	powers:	All	hail,	king,	from	the	Romans’	Emperor!	He	greets	the	King	of	Franks	with	great	favor!	





Because	in	all	discretion		 we	know	you	to	be	wise,	so	now	our	jurisdiction	you	ought	to	recognize.	The	law	to	which,	in	former	times,		 your	ancestors	adhered	is	still	imperial,	sublime,		 and	ever	to	be	feared.	To	do	his	service	willingly		 we	hereby	you	invite,	and	to	do	so	speedily		 we	eagerly	incite.43		In	this	way,	the	Ludus	appropriates	diplomatic	rhetoric	into	the	narrative	of	the	play	through	the	patterned	speeches	of	both	sets	of	characters.	The	emphasis	of	the	play	centers	on	familiarity	with	the	rituals	and	conventions	of	court	and	especially	of	the	
ars	dictaminis—imbuing	these	speeches	with	expectations	clear	to	a	medieval	audience:	win	the	favorability	of	the	listener.44	The	author	constructs	a	plot	dependent	on	real-world	social	interaction	with	an	expectation	that	the	reader	is	to	interpret	the	success	of	these	speeches	through	performance.	The	distinction	here	concerns	the	importance	of	the	narrative	modes	employed	by	the	play’s	author	and	the	expectations	placed	upon	the	reader/performer.	The	text	of	the	Ludus	is	particularly	and	purposefully	instructive,	yet	it	lacks	didascaliae	that	would	inform	the	reader	or	performer	as	to	what	is	done	when	the	ambassadors	deliver	these	words	to	their	respective	rulers.	It	is	likely	that	the	didascaliae	in	the	second	half	of	the	play	point	to	monastic	figures,	distinguished	




































































































































































































































































































































































































between	Emperor	Frederick	and	Abbot	Rupert	(see	note	43	above).	In	the	Emperor’s	message	to	the	King	of	the	Franks	(rex	francorum),	he	declares:	We’re	told	by	those	who	keep	the	books		 and	write	the	history	that	all	the	world	was	at	one	time		 the	Romans’	treasury.	The	strength	of	those	who	built	it	first		 was	awesome	to	behold;	but	then	it	went	from	bad	to	worse		 when	weak	men	took	control.	Empire,	bowed	to	travesty		 through	men	inferior,		we	now	with	potent	majesty			 will	once	again	restore!58		The	Ludus	establishes	the	importance	of	the	delegates	who	interpret	and	deliver	the	Emperor’s	message(s).	Imbued	with	his	authority,	they	travel	across	the	performance	space	to	approach	the	sedes	of	the	King	of	the	Franks	where	they	then	exclaim:	 All	hail,	king,	from	the	Romans’	Emperor!	He	greets	the	King	of	Franks	with	great	favor!	Because	in	all	discretion		 	 we	know	you	to	be	wise,	so	now	our	jurisdiction	you	ought	to	recognize.	The	law	to	which,	in	former	times,		 	 your	ancestors	adhered	is	still	imperial,	sublime,		 	 and	ever	to	be	feared.	To	do	his	service	willingly		 	 we	hereby	you	invite,	and	to	do	so	speedily		 	 we	eagerly	incite.59	
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scholars	has	largely	been	the	result	of	limited	methodological	and	historiographical	approaches	to	the	highly	theatrical	culture	of	the	early	Middle	Ages,	of	which	the	
Ludus	de	Antichristo	is	exemplary.		It	reveals	that	the	stages	of	the	medieval	theatre	were	actively	constructed	from	those	acts	that	engaged	publicity	and	contested	space	to	present	their	message	for	an	audience.	The	Ludus	de	Antichristo	can	no	longer	be	resigned	to	margins	of	medieval	drama.	Indeed,	it	must	be	upheld	as	an	exemplar	of	a	lively	and	flourishing	drama	working	to	interpret,	alter,	propagandize,	control,	and	engage—through	multiple	performative	means—a	medieval	public	that	was	socially	and	culturally	steeped	in	theatricality.
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FIGURE	AND	MAPS	
	
Figure	1:	MS	UER	391.	
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Map	1:	Important	Locations	in	the	Twelfth	Century.		
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Map	2:	Monastic	Communities	and	Cathedrals	in	the	Twelfth	Century	(View	1).		
		
Map	3:	Monastic	Communities	and	Cathedrals	in	and	around	Bavaria	(View	2).		
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